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Who’s Who with dan 

lofgren: 
 

Let’s start with when you were a kid, what inspired you to get into real estate?  

The summer prior to declaring a major, I worked at a small residential developer in Cottage 
Grove.  They needed a laborer to clean all the jobsites in between sub-contractors and help 

with other odd-jobs around the new home sites.  I got to drive around with the owners a few 
times and thought it looked like a fun career – they were making good money and not in the 
office much, which seemed like a great combination!  After learning you could earn a de-

gree in Real Estate at SCSU and talking with a few of the students, I decided to join the 
program.  

Any SCSU real estate association stories? 

Within a month of joining the program I went on a trip to Chicago with the other               
students.  Although I didn’t know many of the other students well it was a great  opportunity 
to get to know everyone quickly.  We toured property and had a great time together – I 

knew Real Estate was a perfect fit for me then and really enjoyed building relationships. 

What is your favorite Mooney Memory? 

Dr. Mooney had a reputation as a good ping-pong player which I didn’t believe.  He invited 
the Real Estate Association to his house for golf and after the round I finally had my chance 

to play him.  He absolutely destroyed me!    

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Watch for your invite: 

Summer Happy Hour:  Cowboy Jacks 

in Downtown Minneapolis.  Watch for 

your invite to be emailed.  We hope to 

see you there!  

Dan Lofgren 

NEWSLETTER 

http://theaftermidnightgroup.com/
http://theaftermidnightgroup.com/


Winter Banquet:  

This year’s Winter Banquet was held at the historic Pillsbury A-Mill Artist Lofts in the St. Anthony Main 

area of Minneapolis. Thank you to everyone who came out for a great evening of music, networking 

and fun!  A special thank you to the Stray Dogz Band for the live music and to Dominium Development 

and Acquisition for allowing us to use the Pillsbury A-Mill venue.  We are already hard at work       

planning next year’s event.  Please email us any pictures you have with Dr. Mooney to celebrate his 

hard-earned retirement.   
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Winter Banquet:  

Corporate Award 

This year’s Corporate Award recipient was presented to Kyle Jordahl at Vanquish 

AP.  Vanquish AP employs several SCSU REA Alum and are always the first to 

volunteer for different events throughout the year.  As one of the many successful 

SCSU REAA companies, we are pleased to recognize this great group and       

appreciate all of their support and involvement with our organization.  

Congratulations, Vanquish AP! 

-Jessica Lindquist, REAA President  

 

 

 

Student Scholarship 

It was a lean year for scholarship donations, though we were still able to award two 

$500 scholarships at the 2018 winter banquet, held at A-Mill Artist Lofts in the St. 

Anthony Main area of Minneapolis. We hope to be able to achieve a boost in     

donations in the year ahead as it great to be able to reward the students for their 

continued educational efforts. It is with most sincere gratitude that we thank all of 

those who have donated to the scholarship funds, past and present!  

This year’s deserving recipients were Adam Eskola and Sam Libke. Both have  

exhibited superior academic performance, strong work ethic in balancing work and 

their collegiate courses, notable contributions to their communities through        

volunteering, and taking on leadership positions in the organizations they support. 

Adam will be a May 2019 graduate with hopes of applying his skills to the real   

estate development trade, and Sam foresees a 2020 graduation as he focuses on 

the Real Estate major while also pursuing a minor in Finance. Join me in           

applauding the efforts of these two remarkable students who have set themselves 

up for much future professional success. Congratulations, Adam and Sam!  

-Jake Scheeler, REAA Scholarship Chair 
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2018 Board Members 

PRESIDENT  

Jessica Lindquist, CBRE  

Jessica.Lindquist@cbre.com 

 

VICE PRESIDENT  

Mitch Borgen, Vanquish AP                    

mitchborgen@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER/SECRETARY 

Brandon Doyle, RE/MAX Results              

Brandon@doylerealestateteam.com 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Brent Adams, Ameriprise Financial 

Brent.adams@ampf.com  

 

Liz Cody, Goldstein Law                           

lcody@goldsteinlawmn.com 

 

Paige Morton, Cushman & Wakefield 

paige.morton@cushwake.com  

 

STUDENT RELATIONS 

Jake Scheeler, JP Morgan Chase           

jake.scheeler@chase.com 

 

Emily Culpepper, Ryan Companies            

emily.culpepper@ryancompanies.com  

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE                                        

Brittany Schmoll, CBRE 

brittany.schmoll@cbre.com 

 

Brad Prchal, Hennepin County 

Bradley.Prchal@hennepin.us 

 

Anthony Schulze, Dougherty Mortgage 

aschulze@doughertymarkets.com 

 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Jake Scheeler, JPMorgan Chase          

jake.scheeler@chase.com 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA/WEB MASTER                            

Sara Swenson, Upland 

sara@upland.com 

 

COMMODORE 

Dan Blonigen, City of Bloomington  

dblonigen@ci.bloomington.mn.us 

 

FACULTY ADVISOR 

Dr. Steve Mooney, St. Cloud State University 

moon@stcloudstate.edu 

Board Members (left to right): Dan Blonigen, Jake Scheeler, Brent Adams, Emily     

Culpepper, Jessica Lindquist,  and Liz Cody. 

President Address:  

 

Happy Spring!  

As we have finally received some warmer weather, I want to thank 

everyone who was able to attend this year’s Winter Banquet at A-

Mill Lofts in Minneapolis, in addition to Dominium for letting us use 

their space.  It was a great event and it couldn’t have been done 

without the hard work of our Alumni Board.   

Looking forward, make sure to mark your calendars for this year’s 

upcoming events: 

 • Ready for patio season?  Our summer happy hour is            

tentatively scheduled for June 14th and is being sponsored by 

Vanquish AP, this year’s Corporate Award winner!  Stay tuned for 

further details.  

 • The annual golf tournament will be here before you know it 

and the Alumni Board is in the works of scheduling and              

determining details for this year’s tournament.  

 • We are very excited to be bringing back the homecoming    

celebration in St Cloud!   The location is being determined, but we 

will be hosting a keg for REA Alumni and    students at one of the 

bars in downtown St. Cloud on Saturday, October 20th.  

Thank you to all our alumni members for your continued support 

and participation!  

Jessica Lindquist SCSU Real Estate Alumni President  
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Student President Address:  

 

This has been a very busy and exciting semester for our organization.  

Most recently, we hosted a very successful guest speaker panel at the 

House of Pizza.  Our panel featured some of the premier professionals in 

the Minneapolis area including a few St. Cloud State alumni such as   

Kara Olson of GTRE, Dan Lofgren of the Excelsior Group and Jessica 

Lindquist of CBRE.  The event was beneficial for our recruiting efforts as 

we continue to face a challenging environment due to decreasing        

enrollment and limited student involvement.   The Real Estate              

Association, however, has experienced a stable number of members 

over the past several semesters while other organizations on campus 

have dwindled.  This is a result of the continued support from our alumni 

organization and the efforts to boost our campus image.  I would like to 

take a moment to thank those mentioned above, as well as numerous 

other alumni that play an active role in improving our experience here on 

campus. 

    This past March 28th through 31st, we were invited to attend the   

Austin State of the Market conference in Austin, Texas put on by 

BisNow.  The conference brought together professionals in different    

areas of the commercial real estate field from the greater Austin area. 

The agenda perfectly fits our mission of connecting students with real  

estate professionals, and enhancing our education with real world       

experience.  We also had the opportunity to tour several properties,     

including Google’s new downtown office. 

Our organization has also been focused on developing a competitive   

development plan for this year's NAIOP Collegiate Challenge.  We       

produced a project, with the help of numerous alumni, that put us in a 

great position to succeed and ultimately bring home some hardware for 

the St. Cloud State REA.   

This semester has been strong through and through, starting with the 

winter banquet.  I would like to take one last opportunity to thank all of 

the alumni that contribute their time, energy and funds that make the   

Real Estate program, the best program on campus. 

 

Kyle Delarosby 

Student President  
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NAIOP university challenge:  

 

The 15th annual NIAOP University Challenge was held on Thursday, April 19th 

at the newly renovated Treasure Island Center in downtown St. Paul. The     

students were tasked to act as development consultants to determine the most 

profitable yet feasible project for the Ramsey County Riverfront Property 

(formerly home to West Publishing and the Ramsey County Adult Detention 

Center) on the bluffs of the Mississippi River in downtown St. Paul.  

The students were given eight weeks to assess the property, determine the 

highest and best use, complete a thorough financial analysis and execute a 

written proposal to summarize their findings. St. Cloud was proudly represented 

by Kyle Delarosby, Logan Guest, Drew Quist, Austin Ruehle and Kaitlyn Tveit 

who put together a tremendous presentation that got SCSU into the final round 

of presentations and was able to capture third place and $1,000 scholarship 

check from Opus for their efforts. Nice job guys!  

For more information from the event as well as access to the students written 

proposals from the event, please visit www.naiopmn.org.  

Check out these links for more information on the event:  
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Sbs_wKEqso&feature=youtu.be 
https://www.naiopmn.org/Prod/Web/Attend/University_Challenge/
University_Challenge_2018.aspx 
 

—Kyle Rafshol and Jeremy Grittner  
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Mooney’s Memos: 

 

Hi all,  

Spring was hectic, but it’s coming to a wonderful conclusion. I won’t even get into the 

weather.  

I’m just putting the finishing touches on the eleventh and final Wage Survey and     

recently sent out to everyone. I want to thank all of those who have participated in the 

survey over the last 21 years, your input has been invaluable.  

I also want to offer my congratulations to the NAIOP University Challenge team of Kyle 

Delarosby, Logan Guest, Kaitlyn Tveit, Drew Quist and Austin Ruehle for their        

wonderful analysis and performance in the competition. Their 3rd place finish was the 

best result we have seen in a while. I personally think their proposal was a lot more 

original than the teams that finished ahead of them. I also want to congratulate Kelly 

Jameson for the outstanding job of advising them on this project. We are so lucky to 

have her on the faculty at SCSU.  

Kelly has also received a university wide Miller Scholar award which not only includes 

a lot of recognition but also a good chunk of change to complete her research into how 

international students impact the classroom. Again, congratulations Kelly!  

I taught my classes on an 8 weeks schedule this semester thinking that Kate and I 

would be team teaching a class in Hawaii during the month of April. It made for a very 

busy January-March. Then the Hawaii Tokai University class was cancelled due to low 

enrollment. Apparently the Mooney mystique doesn’t work everywhere.  

Our first cohort of students from Binhai College in China will be graduating this spring 

which is pretty exciting for the FIRE Dept. About 55 of them went through               

commencement on May 4th.  

That’s all the news that’s fit to print. Have a great summer, and don’t forget to take 

some time to have some fun.  

Steve  
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(continued from page 1) 

Did you have an internship during college? 

I received an internship at Diversified Real Estate Services the Summer prior to graduation through the Real 
Estate Association.  They are an appraisal firm in Minneapolis so most of the summer was spent verifying  
information, calling cities and taking pictures needed for the appraisals.  It was a great experience because I 
knew the appraisal industry was not for me!  

What was your first job out of college?  

My first job out of college was an Assistant Property Manager at United Properties.  I heard great things about 
the company through SCSU and since it offered a wide variety of professional growth opportunities within the 
company such as brokerage, development and asset management I was really excited about it.    

How did you get your first Brokerage Job? 

After four years in property management I transitioned into brokerage at United Properties (which became 
NorthMarq and then subsequently Cushman & Wakefield/NorthMarq).  Although property management is a 
great career path, I felt much more comfortable working on transactions and business development.         
However, property management provided me with a great operational background for brokerage and made 
the transition much easier than if I came into the industry with no experience.  

What are other notable positions you have had?   

After focusing on Industrial brokerage for over six years at C&W/NM I was approached by Liberty Property 
Trust, a Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT), about an opportunity to join their local office focusing on        
Industrial leasing and development.  I truly enjoyed brokerage but was intrigued by the idea of combining my 
experience in property management and brokerage while getting a chance to further learn the development 
business.  Within 12-18 months I found myself really missing the entrepreneurial side of brokerage – finding 
new business, developing relationships and being a strong advocate for my client.  

Tell us more about your current position. 

I started at The Excelsior Group in July 2016 and exclusively represent tenants and users of commercial real 
estate.  My primary focus is working with companies that have operations both locally and nationally.         
Fortunately, I have had diverse experience working within our industry and it has enabled me to provide      
clients with strategic planning, lease negotiation and lease administration services.  TEG has an outstanding 
platform that aligns with my business objectives.  Not to mention there are talented, smart, hard-working    
people here that are fun to work with.  

Do you have any parting words of wisdom?  

After completing a transaction with a client years ago, he indicated that he really enjoyed working with me, in 
fact, I was the best broker he had ever worked with.  I was flattered by the complement and then asked him 
why?  He said I had three qualities which were very important to him:  Integrity, Competence and Timeliness.  
I wrote it down on a post-it note and have kept it on my desk ever since to remind myself every day of what is 
important to the client. 

Brent Adams 

 

 

 

Who’s Who with dan lofgren: 

SCSU REAA NEWSLETTER•Spring 2018•Page 8 



Movers and Shakers: 

 

Brandon Doyle – Masters of Science in Real Estate – University of St. Thomas.  Brandon is also author of Success Rate, be sure to 

check it out soon!  

Liz Cody—Juris Doctor—Associate Attorney at Goldstein Law, PLLC 

Celena Spychalla—Assistant Property Manager at City Center Real Estate  

Jen Renkly—Director of Property Management and Leasing at Schafer Richardson 

Congratulations to the Spring 2018 Real Estate graduates! 

Austin Ruehle—Development emphasis 

Andrew Quist—Sales emphasis 

Lindsey Terrell—Appraisal emphasis 

To be featured in the next issue’s Movers and Shakers  section, please click here. 
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The Alumni Association purchased a set of bean 

bag boards to be used at alumni activities, student 

recruitment events and golf hole sponsorships 

throughout the year.   

The boards will be available to any dues paying 

member. Contact the Alumni Board for                 

reservations. 

 Dan Blonigen 

HELP SUPPORT THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE... 

MAKE A DONATION TO THE SCSU REAA SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

 

In order to spread the opportunities for scholarships around a bit more, we are proud to announce that we will now also be awarding a 

$500 scholarship to a deserving recipient at the Mentor Banquet held in the fall of each year. We are also proud of the fact that we 

were finally able to increase the Winter Banquet award to $1,000 as was the original intent when the fund was created. The awarding 

of multiple annual scholarships is only possible with the continuing generous scholarship contributions made by our amazing alumni 

group.  Thank you all for the support, and keep the donations coming!  

Donating is simple. Just follow the link below to make a donation via PayPal: 

DONATE NOW 

Donations can also be made via check and sent by mail to the following address: 

SCSU Real Estate Alumni Association  

7455 France Ave S 

PMB 274 

Edina, MN 55435 

We’ve made it through—now we have the opportunity to give something back to the program that helped prepare us to become the 

successful real estate specialists that we are today! 

 

THANK YOU FOR THE CONTINUED SUPPORT! 
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